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name of the Sultan continued to make promises of payment, and the matter dragged along a few months more.
Having settled all other problems that were irritating the relations of the two Governments, I asked for leave to visit the United States. I planned this trip so as to accentuate our displeasure at the procrastination of the Ottoman Government in settling the indemnities, and notified the Minister of Foreign Affairs that as my Government had been patient for over a year I should now return home for consultation regarding the delay.
Upon my return to the United States I carried on the negotiations through the Turkish minister at Washington and prepared the instructions for our charge at Constantinople through the State Department. This finally resulted in a contract with the Cramp Shipbuilding Corporation, with an additional amount of ninety-five thousand dollars to pay the indemnity claims, though actual payment was not made until June, 1901, under the incumbency of John G. Leishman, my successor.
During the course of the indemnity negotiations I succeeded in obtaining the Sultan's irade for the rebuilding of college and missionary buildings at Harpoot which had been injured or destroyed during the massacres.
Among the interesting episodes during these fifteen months at Constantinople was what might be termed aion and would be settled in a month or two.
